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In this booklet, you will find the texts which you need to read to be able to 

answer the reading comprehension and literature questions in the Main 

Paper. 
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            SOURCE C 

Mr Caractacus Potts, an inventor, wants to purchase a weathered old race car called 

Chitty Chitty Bang Bang to restore it. However, he doesn’t have the money. His 

children, Jeremy and Jemima, do their best to help but he decides to attend a lively 

Fun Fair to try and put together the required sum. 

Scene 5: Potts Family Windmill 

POTTS: Children…about the car…You see, 30 shillings is pretty hard to come by. And  

when I do get any money, I need it for my inventions. 

JEREMY: Jemima and I have been thinking. We know how to raise the money.  

JEMIMA: We can sell our treasures. Those things are enormously valuable. 

JEREMY: Look! King Alfred’s crown- [JEREMY holds up a paper crown.] 

JEMIMA: The nail from Noah’s Ark. [JEMIMA holds up an ordinary nail.] 

JEREMY: The stone, possibly from Stonehenge. [JEREMY holds up a rock.] Take them 

daddy. You can sell them. 

POTTS: These are all wonderful things, they’re very precious. But I’m afraid other 

people wouldn’t appreciate them. 

JEMIMA: Why not daddy? 

POTTS: Because other people don’t see things the way you do. Come now, let’s go to 
sleep. I have to try my luck with my new invention at the Fun Fair. And don’t 

you worry. Things are going to come right somehow. 

JEMIMA: Can we come? 

POTTS: No, this is work. Now to sleep. 

JEREMY: What about the boats? 

POTTS: What boats? 

JEMIMA: The boats in the song Mummy used to sing. 

POTTS: Of course. [POTTS sings the children a sweet lullaby and they soon drift off to 

sleep.] Sweet dreams. Daddy loves you very much. 

Scene 6: Fun Fair 

[The stage fills with FAIRGOERS attending the Fun Fair. A group gathers centre, 

carrying bamboo poles. They are traditional dancers.] 

FAIR ANNOUNCER: Lads and Lasses! Ladies and Gentlemen! The Fun Fair is pleased 

to present for your enjoyment and pleasure – the Village Dancers! 

[They dance to a traditional tune. The DANCERS disperse, forming a crowd. POTTS 

enters with a haircutting machine.] 

POTTS: Haircuts! Ladies and gentlemen, get a spiffing automatic haircut. I do not 

profess to make the dead men talk. You may have long hair, you may have 

short hair, you may have straight hair, it makes no difference to the Potts 

automatic and hygienic, electronic haircutting machine. 
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VIOLET: Come on Sid, you could do with a haircut.  

SID: All right mate, do your worst. 

[SID is wearing a bald cap with hair attached to it. POTTS places the haircutting 

machine on SID’s head.] 

POTTS: Now just you relax sir, we’ll have you done in a jiffy. 

SID: It tickles. 

VIOLET: Sidney, you’re smoking! 

SID: Turn it off! My head’s on fire. 

[POTTS removes the haircutting machine and the bald cap with the hair attached to it. 

SID is completely bald.] 

POTTS: Well sir, that’s you cooked, I mean done, I mean finished. 

VIOLET: Sid – you’re bald as a baby’s bum. 

SID: I’m what? Give me a mirror. Let’s have a look. Look at me hair! Come ‘ere you - 

POTTS: Sorry. I must dash –  

[POTTS exits to make his escape as the DANCERS take centre stage. SID and VIOLET 

chase POTTS. POTTS enters, grabs a bamboo pole and hat and joins the dancers to 

hide from SID and VIOLET.] 

[The number ends as a TURKEY FARMER enters with excitement.] 

TURKEY FARMER: You there, Potts the inventor! Did you invent that haircutting 

machine? 

POTTS: No. 

TURKEY FARMER: That’s a shame because I want to buy it. 

POTTS: I meant no in the sense of…yes. 

TURKEY FARMER: What do you want for it? 

POTTS: Thirty shillings. 

TURKEY FARMER: Done. [They shake hands.] 

POTTS: I should warn you. It’s still in the experimental stage. 

TURKEY FARMER: I don’t want it for cutting hair, I want it for plucking turkeys. 

POTTS: Plucking turkeys? 

TURKEY FARMER: Yes. I’m a turkey farmer. And with your machine I can pluck ‘em 

safely. There you are, thirty shillings. And I call it a bargain.  

[TURKEY FARMER hands POTTS the money.] 

POTTS: And I call it a miracle. One car! Coming up! Yahooo!       

Adapted from https://www.mtishows.com/news/read-chitty-chitty-bang-bang-jr-for-free 
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